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Waste of energy for young men to be going to the villages, study-
ing their wants, feeling for them and helping them onward? Is
it waste of energy for thousands of well-to-do young men and
Women to think of the poor half-fed millions and for their sakes to
set apart half an hour religiously to spinning on their behalf?
If one man or woman spins for a few pice, when he or she has
no other occupation, it is so much gain; if one man or woman
spins as a sacrifice, it is also so much gain. If there is one activity
in which it is all gain and no loss, it is hand-spinning,

Toung India, 21-8-1924

13.   UNDER CONSCIENCE'S COVER
A correspondent says  in  effect:
Do you know what you have done by continually harp-
ing on conscience. I find youngsters and grown-up people
talking utter nonsense under cover of conscience. What is
more, youngsters have become impudent and grown-up people
unscrupulous; can you not prevent this mischief? If you can-
not, please withdraw the word from use and stop the drivel
that is being said in the name of that sacred but much abused
word. Pray tell us who has a conscience? Do all have it? Do
cats have a conscience when they hunt to death poor mice?
I have not given the correspondent's question in his own
words. I have endeavoured to paraphrase it. In doing so I
hope I have done no injustice to him.
I must confess that the charge is not without substance. But
he has presented only the dark side. Every virtue has been known
to be abused by the wicked. But we do not on that account do
away with virtue. We can but erect safeguards against abuse.
When people cease to think for themselves and have everything
regulated for them, it becomes necessary at times to assert the
right of individuals to act in defiance of public opinion or law
which is another name for public opinion. When individuals so
act, they claim to have acted in obedience to their conscience.
I entirely agree with the correspondent that youngsters as a
rule must not pretend to have conscience. It is a quality or state
acquired by laborious training* Wilfulness is not conscience. A
child has no conscience. The correspondent's cat does not go
for the mouse in obedience to the call of conscience. It does so
in obedience to its nature. Conscience is the ripe fruit of stric-
test discipline* Irresponsible youngsters therefore who have never